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Natural Gas Vehicles (NGV)

Fact

v As of January 2020, the retail price for CNG in the U.S. has been 
around $2.18 per gallon. During the time period of 2008-2020, 
retail diesel has consistently cost more. Fleets that build their own 
CNG stations can expect a lower fuel cost than retail stations. 

q Improvements in the CNG cylinder storage design have provided 
range that matches the range of a typical diesel-powered truck.

Ø In a study conducted by the American Gas Association (AGA) NGVs 
were found to be as safe or safer than vehicles powered by liquid 
fuels. NGV fleet vehicle injury rate was 37% lower than the 
gasoline fleet vehicle rate and there were no fuel-related fatalities.

v Compressed Natural Gas 
(CNG) fuel is too expensive.

Myth

q Natural Gas Vehicles 
(NGVs) don’t have enough 
range.

Ø CNG is not safe.

Electric Cars

Fact

v EV batteries have improved enough to have an adequate 
amount of miles per charge with options to charge at home, 
public charging stations, and some workplaces. The average 
daily commute is only 32 miles, and most EVs on the market  
including most older models have more than enough range to 
make the trip up to work and back on a single charge. The 
preconditioning of the battery and vehicle interior via app on 
departure is now standard.

q Most electric cars will be plugged in overnight to recharge, just 
as mobile-phones are. Electric utilities welcome this added 
usage, as it stabilizes their power demand overnight. Many 
electric utility executives feel electric car load is predictable, 
manageable, and welcome because it's one of the few ways 
they can increase electricity usage in an ethical and 
environmentally- helpful way. The advent of cheap, mass-
produced, widespread, inefficient home air conditioners from 
the 1960s through the 1980s was far more disruptive to the 
grid than electric cars will ever be.

Ø Many EV models do have higher sticker prices than those for 
conventional vehicles; however, federal and state tax credits 
and rebates help offset the costs of buying or leasing an 
electric car. EVs also have fewer moving parts, leading to 
reduced maintenance costs and lower fuel costs, making total 
cost of ownership for EVs far less than for ICE vehicles. In 
some states, EV owners can fuel their vehicles to capacity for 
less than a dollar. Consumer Reports has stated that there 
could be $800 to $1,000 a year saved on fueling costs, 
depending on region, vehicle size, and local governments. The 
typical total ownership savings over the life of most EVs ranges 
from $6,000 to $10,000, CR found. Maintenance costs of an 
EV are about ½ or 50% of a conventional gasoline car.

v EVs don't have 
enough range

Myth

q Transitioning to 100% 
electric vehicles will 
overwhelm the 
electric grid.

Ø EV’s are more 
expensive than 
vehicles that run on 
gas or diesel.

Biodiesel

Hydrogen Fuel Cell Electric Vehicles (FCEV)

Fact

v Biodiesel has higher cetane than U.S. diesel fuel. B20 (20% blend of 
biodiesel with diesel fuel) provides similar fuel economy, horsepower, 
torque, and haulage rates as diesel fuel. Biodiesel also has superior 
lubricity and the highest BTU content of any alternative fuel.

q Studies by the National Renewable Energy Laboratory show the 
biodiesel industry has substantially met national fuel quality standards. 
Plants certified under BQ-9000, the industry’s quality assurance 
program, consistently hit the quality mark. Biodiesel production 
facilities certified under the program represent more than 90% of the 
U.S. commercial biodiesel market volume.

Ø New cropland is not needed to make biodiesel because it is produced 
from co-products and by-products of crops already grown for food and 
other materials. Surplus stocks of U.S. fats and oils remain adequate to 
meet demand with no land impact. 

v Biodiesel does not perform 
as well as diesel.

Myth

q Fuel quality is 
inconsistent.

Ø Increases greenhouse 
gases because it requires  
land to be cleared.

Ethanol/Flex Fuel Vehicles (FFV)

Fact

v Fuel cells are getting closer to cost-competitiveness. Fuel cell costs 
have halved since 2007, while increasing its durability four-fold. 
They are widely used in a variety of applications, from vehicles to 
material handling.

q Hydrogen is just as safe as any other transportation fuel. The tanks 
are put through rigorous testing and performance requirements, 
and are made of high-strength composite materials that are 
stronger than steel. Hydrogen fuel stations have protection 
systems in place, making it impossible to over-pressurize a vehicle 
fuel system.

Ø Hydrogen is a standard industrial chemical commodity,. In the 
United States, approximately 10 million metric tons of hydrogen 
are produced every year. Most is used for petroleum recovery and 
refining purposes. Today, most hydrogen comes from natural gas. 
This pathway delivers hydrogen at roughly $4/gallon of gasoline 
equivalent, well on its way to being cost-competitive in today’s 
market.

v Fuel Cells are expensive 
and hard to make.

Myth

q Hydrogen is not safe.

Ø Hydrogen is expensive 
and difficult to produce.

Fact

v For every unit of energy input, ethanol produces 2.3 units of output.

q EPA recently approved the use of E15 (15% ethanol) in all cars built 
after the year 2000. Both NASCAR (E15) and the Indy Racing League 
(E100) use ethanol fuel for higher performance. Ethanol has an octane 
rating of 113 compared to straight gasoline, which has a rating at 
around 80.

Ø The University of Wisconsin’s report concludes that having ethanol 
supply about 10% of our motor fuel has reduced oil imports and saved 
consumers money at the pump. During the past three years, ethanol 
wholesale prices have consistently been lower than gasoline prices.

v Creating ethanol uses more 
energy than it produces.

Myth

q Ethanol is bad for my 
engine.

Ø Ethanol blends raise fuel 
prices.
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Propane

Fact

v Most propane equipment shuts off automatically if 
there is a malfunction. The smell of propane makes a 
leak easy to detect – and if a leak does occur, the gas 
simply vaporizes. 

q When you consider the total cost of ownership of 
propane equipment, propane is one of the most cost-
effective energy choices around. They need fewer repairs 
and have a longer lifespan. Propane appliances can 
reach efficiencies as high as 98 percent. 

Ø Propane is also used for home heating, on-road, and off-
road vehicles. It is a popular fuel for forklifts and other 
off-road vehicles due to its comparatively low cost, high 
performance, and low maintenance cost compared to its 
diesel and gasoline counterparts.

v Propane is unsafe.

Myth

q Propane is costly.

Ø Propane is only 
used for grilling.
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