
UPS Propane Fleet 



 

Alternative Fuels Drive UPS to Innovative 

Solutions 

 Moving nearly 16 million packages around the world 

each day requires operating a large ground and air 

fleet. Reducing fuel consumption and emissions is a 

constant priority and challenge 



 

Saving Fuel: Alternative Fuels Drive UPS to 

Innovative Solutions 

 
UPS is engaged deeply in a global conversation about the 

future of  fuels and energy, because managing fuels and 

energy is essential to our sustainable business success. 

UPS is aggressive in using alternative vehicles under real-

world operating conditions. We currently operate one of  

the largest private alternative fuel fleets in the industry.  

 



First (in package delivery industry) to introduce alternative 

fuel tractors into its fleet.  The first alternatively-fueled vehicle 

was an all-electric in New York City in 1934 

 

 

UPS operates more than 3,150 alternative fuel and advanced 

technology vehicles worldwide with a variety of  hybrid, 

electric and natural gas technologies 



UPS Criteria to adopt alternative fuel vehicles 

• It’s safe 

• It must have a reliable fueling infrastructure 

• The supply of  vehicles and parts must be predictable 

• There is a measureable improvement in emissions, fuel savings, and or 
environmental benefit 

• It must be economically viable in terms of  initial purchase price, 
maintenance costs and reliability and adapt to our fleet use 
characteristics 

 



Propane-Powered Engines (in fleet since 1980)  

 

Propane's low pollution characteristics and positive 

performance have made it a viable choice for inclusion in 

UPS's alternative fuel fleet. 
 



 

Propane-Fueled Operations Expansion 

 
 

 

 

• One of  the most extensive private propane fleets by the end of  2014 

 

• UPS to purchase 1,000 propane technology package cars 

 

• UPS to build an initial 50 onsite fueling stations in Oklahoma and 

Louisiana with an investment of  approximately $70 million 

 

• Nearly 900 propane vehicles in Canada 



Location 

The propane fleet will replace gasoline- and diesel-

fueled vehicles used largely in rural areas in Louisiana 

and Oklahoma with other states pending. The vehicles 

on these routes can travel up to 200 miles on a tank of  

propane. Operations will begin by mid-2014 and be 

completed early next year. 

 



Propane Benefits 
 

• Growing domestic supply, insulated from market volatility.  

• Propane does not compromise package car’s abilities, fuel economy or 
drivability, and meets the criteria for UPS’s clean fuel technology 
standard.  

• Package cars have 200-mile range and no route limitations.  

• Viability of  propane as a “bridge” fuel toward energy independence.  

• Propane vehicles meet UPS criteria to deploy alternative fuel 
technologies  

 



About the Vehicles 

• The Freightliner Custom Chassis built for UPS uses a GM engine 

• Both the engine and system integration were provided by Powertrain 

Integration 

• The propane autogas fuel system was supplied from CleanFuel USA 

• Development of  the engine, fuel platform and chassis were made 

possible through cooperation between these companies and the 

Propane Education & Research Council 



 

The new propane fleet is expected to travel 

more than 25 million miles and to displace 

approximately 3.5 million gallons of 
conventional gasoline and diesel per year 



Thank You 


